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0.- Brief description of the action.
The Nervión Linear Park Green Way starts in Llodio and stretches to the town of Amurrio, with a
length of some tens of kilometres running parallel to the course of the Nervión river. It is one of the
busiest Green Ways in the Province of Alava, in terms of both cyclists and walkers. The sections
between Salbio train station and Olako, passing through the Campo Zamora, were co-financed by the
ERDF and completed during the years 2014-2017.

The total cost of the co-financed phases amounted to 612,476 euro, 50% of which (306,238 euro) was
provided by the ERDF. . The length of these sections is 2.81 km, and the route includes a 67 m
footbridge to cross the Nervión river.

1.- The role of the ERDF in the action has been appropriately publicised to the beneficiary
entities, potential beneficiaries and the general public.
The action falls within the scope of the Alava network of Green Routes, which consists of more than
1000 km of infrastructure for cycling and pedestrian transport throughout the Province. In this
context, the network has been widely advertised both on the website of the Provincial Council of
Alava, as well as in information leaflets for the trails, of which there are currently 22. These leaflets
are available for download:

In addition, the Green Ways have been publicised in leaflets produced by the Provincial Council of
Alava, describing its activities co-financed by the European Estructural and Cohesion Funds. These
may be found in the “European Topics” section of the website: www.araba.eus:

The part referring to the Green Ways reads as follows:

Furthermore, the publicity has included articles in local media, such as in the magazine “Dato
Económico”. The following article was published in the April 2016 issue:

In this context, a “stamp rally” challenge was organised in 2017 to promote tours on the Alava Green
Routes, publicised in print and on the araba.eus website:

Additionally, an article related to the action was published in the newspaper “Estrategia Empresarial”
in March 2018, at the time of the Provincial Council of Alava’s first request to the ERDF for
refunding within the framework of the Operational Programme for the Basque Country 2014-2020:

The publicity has not only been at the general level of the Green Routes network, but also through
specific activities related to the Nervión Linear Park Green Way. For example, an information leaflet
was produced about this Green Way:

In addition, various press releases have been published in connection with the start of the works and
the inaugurations of the constructed sections. An example of these is presented, corresponding to the
inauguration of the final section constructed in December 2017:

From the local point of view, the constructed sections of the Nervión Linear Park Green Way have
been featured on various occasions in the “Hauxe Da” magazine, published by the Amurrio local
council. The article presented as an example was published in March 2017::

Finally, it is noted that information plaques have been installed along the Green Way highlighting
the co-financing from the ERDF:

2.- The action incorporates innovative elements.
Several aspects of the action may be considered innovative. Firstly, it is the only cycling/walking trail
joining the towns of Amurrio and Llodio, which are the most populous towns of the Province of
Alava after the city of Vitoria-Gasteiz. In this way, it has made it possible for the first time to travel
safely between these two towns on foot or by bicycle. Secondly, it has facilitated the establishment of
a green connecting corridor for sustainable mobility in a region which is particularly complex, both
because of the challenges associated with the mountainous terrain and, above all, because of the
difficulty of fitting the green infrastructure layout in an area highly fragmented by transport links and
extensively filled by decades of industrial and residential urbanisation that has sprawled in particular
to the bottom of the Nervión river valley. These conditions demanded special designs for the
infrastructure and, above all, the construction of various bridges to cross the course of the river and
extend the path through certain parts of the riverside. Specifically, in the sections co-financed by the
ERDF, a 67 m footbridge has been constructed.

3.- Adaptation of the obtained results to the stated objetives.
As a basic premise, actions which promote sustainable mobility and favour transport by bicycle and
on foot are becoming increasingly popular in the Province, both on the part of local councils and of
the inhabitants, since we are undergoing a social shift towards non-polluting activities, respect for the
environment and non-motorised forms of transport. This demand aligns fully with the strategy of the
European Policy to which the ERDF relates, since it is committed to supporting sustainable mobility
and moving towards low-emissions activities. Therefore, since support was obtained from the ERDF,
the Provincial Council of Alava has directed its investment to intensifying the development of the
Green Routes network, and it has been possible to build sections of the Green Way with more
complex constructions which require higher investment, such as bridges and walkways.

The results obtained in this action correspond to the stated objectives, both in kilometres of
construction and in accessibility and layout of the route, since it has been possible to complete the
cycling and walking route joining the towns of Amurrio and Llodio along the course of the Nervión
river.

In terms of the number of users of the Green Way, it is the second busiest in the Province, only behind
the Vasco-Navarro Railway Green Way. The shift to non-motorised transport has increased in both
populations, as well as in the tourism and leisure aspects of the area, which has brought in more
visitors with a consequent boost to the local economy.

4.- Contribution to solving a regional problema or weakness.
As we have already noted, Llodio and Amurrio are two of the most populous towns of the Provincial
Council of Alava, and they are located in a very built up area of sensitive geographic scope, which is
particularly stressed and artificially modified by substantial urban and industrial growth. The
construction of this Green Way constitutes an important connection for sustainable mobility in the
area, since it takes advantage of the potential of the Nervión river corridor as its backbone. In other
words, on the one hand it contributes to the promotion of non-motorised forms of transport in one of
the most populous areas of the Province of Alava, allowing bicycles to replace the car, both in leisure
activities as well as work and study. On the other hand, it allows nature to recover and enhances the
natural heritage, scenery and cultural history in an area of landscape which man has significantly
altered. Finally, it encourages decreased consumption of energy from fossil fuels, favouring the
transition to a low carbon economy in this area.

5.- It has a high degree of coverage of the population at which it is aimed (beneficiaries and the
general public)
The Nervión Linear Park Green Way has a high degree of coverage of the target population. The trail
links the communities of Amurrio and Llodio, the two most populous towns of the Province of Alava
after Vitoria-Gasteiz. According to figures from 2016, Llodio has 18,249 residents, whilst the
population of Amurrio amounts to 10,336 residents. Both towns are part of the Cuadrilla de Ayala
(Cantábrica Alavesa district), which had a population of 34,496 residents in 2016 and is the most
populous in the Province, if one does not count the district of Vitoria-Gasteiz. In addition, the district
is bordered by the town of Orduña which, despite belonging to the Province of Bizkaia, it is
geographically enclosed by the Cuadrilla de Ayala and whose population (4113 residents) may also be
considered beneficiary due to its proximity to the Green Way.
However, the whole population of the Province of Alava as well as the south of the Province of
Bizkaia may be considered as the beneficiary population, since this Green Way can be used not only
for sustainable mobility to schools or workplaces and between the population centres which form part
of the route, but also as a leisure and tourism route to visit interesting aspects of historical and natural
heritage. In fact, the Nervión Linear Park Green Way receives almost 200,000 visitors each year, both
pedestrians and cyclists, which makes it the second most used Green Way in the Province, only
behind the Vasco-Navarro Railway Green Way.

6.- The cross-cutting criteria of equal opportunities and non-discrimination, environmental
sustainability and/or social responsability have been considered. .
The action is clearly aligned with environmental sustainability, since it promotes the use of nonmotorised modes of transport and contributes to decrease in greenhouse gas emissions.
With respect to equal opportunities, the physical characteristics themselves which the route has to
fulfil to be classified as a Green Way facilitate the accessibility of the trail for the general public, in
accordance with the principles of equality and non-discrimination. Furthermore, the publicity and
communication activities have tried to use non-sexist language, and to use images that contribute to
equal opportunities and non-discrimination

7.- Synergies with other policies or public intervention tools. It will be considered whether the
action has reinforced the activities of other funds and contributed to strengthening their
positive effects.
The course of the Green Way connects with several train stations, and is accessible from many points,
so it could be said to have a multi-modal character, in that it allows the use of a combination of modes
of transport and promotes the use of non-motorised forms of transport, in order to contribute to the
reduction of greenhouse gases.
On the other hand, the action has been complemented by the restoration and improvement of the
vegetation of the river corridor of the Nervión, which serves a very important ecological function, by
means of intervention in various degraded sections and its refurbishment as a river park.

